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Latest news from your Mayor & Commissioners 

DPW Information 
 

Bulk pickups are scheduled 
online by going to 
www.monmouthbeach.org  
Click on the circle entitled 
“Bulk Pickup” Use the fillable 
form. You are allowed four 
bulk pickups in a calendar 
year. 
 

Also on the MB home page, 
click on “Government” then 
Public Works and you can 
download the Recycle Coach 
app.  You’ll have access to 
resources that help build 
recycling awareness and 
knowledge. 
 

Joe Chirichello 
Public Works Director 

jchirichello@monmouthbeach.org 

 

 

A message from Mayor Somers 

 
 

A Friendly Reminder 
 

Dogs and cats are required to be 
licensed annually.  If you have a 
pet which has not been licensed 
for 2026, please come to get the 
License/Renewal Application 
form located at the Borough 
Office, 18 Willow Avenue, 
Monmouth Beach or go online at 
www.monmouthbeach.org 
The fillable form can be found 
under the “I Want To” section of 
the website. Bring a copy of a 
valid rabies certificate and 
payment of the appropriate fee. 
 

The license certificate and tag wil  
be mailed to you. 
 

Failure to license your pet may 
result in a summons. 
 

Remember to clean up after your 
dogs and keep them leashed. 
 

Thank you! 
 

Joyce Escalante, Borough Clerk 
jescalante@monmouthbeach.org 

Tel. #732-229-2204 Ext. 1002 

 

 
It was truly an old-fashioned winter along the Jersey Shore! Two blockbuster 
snowstorms with one being a full-on blizzard! Snow covered the ground for well 
over a month, the Shrewsbury River froze to a depth not seen in years.  For those 
who love that true winter weather, this season was a great opportunity to enjoy 
every aspect of it. I for one love a good snowstorm, but prefer it gone within 
three days, followed quickly by sunshine and warmth. Now that we have survived 
the winter blitz, let’s get ready for a good old fashioned Jersey Shore summer!  
 
Happy 250th Birthday USA! 

We have a lot lined up in the coming months as the whole country gets ready to 
celebrate our Nation’s Semiquincentennial! The Monmouth Beach Historical 
Committee, along with many volunteers, have been working hard to put on a 
series of fantastic events we can all enjoy. The town celebration will take place 
on June 11th, 12th, 13th and 14th, 2026. Our celebrations will include historical 
presentations at the Cultural Center and Borough Hall, a community parade, fun 
recreation contests at Griffin Park, a classic car show, a Borough block party, the 
christening of new fire apparatus, the opening of the 1976-time capsule, and 
even fireworks! We will long remember this Borough wide celebration, so don’t 
miss a minute! Come out and spend time with your family, friends and neighbors 
and let’s celebrate 250 years of Freedom and Liberty for our great Nation, God 
Bless America! Find out more at: @MBAMERICA250  

Monmouth County has a long list of events planned as well! You can find a listing 
of those at: @MonmouthNJ250 or MonmouthNJ250.org 
 
 
 
Beach Protection 



Bathing Pavilion 
 

Operating Dates & Hours 
 
May 23, 24 & 25 
9:00 am to 6:00 pm 
 

May 30 & May 31 
9:00 am to 6:00 pm 
 

June 6 & 7 
9:00 am to 6:00 pm 
 

June 13 & 14 
9:00 am to 6:00 pm 
 

June 20 thru Sept. 6 
Monday - Thursday 
9:00 am to 7:00 pm 
Friday – Sunday 
9:00 am to 8:00 pm 
 

Sept. 7 (Closing Day) 
Monday 
9:00 am to 7:00 pm 
 
************************** 

 

2026 Music Series 
 

Sunday’s 5:00 to 7:30 pm 
 

 
 
06/07 The Trio 
 

06/21 Jeanne Ryan & 
 Gregg Sherman 
 

06/28 Haugenes Project 
 Band 
 

07/05 Pat Guadagno 
 

07/12 Late 4 Lunch 
 

07/19 Pam McCoy - Familiar 
 Faces Band 
 

07/26 High Street Slackers 
 Trio 
 

08/02 Sam Sims Band 
 

08/09 Carnival Dogs Band 
 

08/16 Soulstirs Band 
 

08/23 Get Lit Band 
 

08/30 Danjos 
 

09/06 Carl Gentry Trio 
 

 

 
Last summer after the passage of Hurricane Erin, I embarked on a letter writing 
campaign that, with your help, sent hundreds of letters of support to our 
Congressman and Senators. We received some press coverage from state and 
national outlets, and I was able to get an OP ED published by Gannett in their 
papers throughout the state. I have also had the opportunity to discuss beach 
replenishment directly with Senator Andy Kim and Congressman Pallone’s team. 
Recently, I was contacted by Governor Sherrill’s office about Monmouth Beach’s 
concern for a stable beach restoration program. Obviously, the State of New 
Jersey doesn’t control the purse strings or the program, but like us, the state 
benefits immensely from sand replenishment. I asked that the Governor speak to 
New Jersey’s Congressional delegation and Senators and express full support 
for regular funding of national beach replenishment as required by the 1986 law.  
I will continue efforts to shine a light on this vital issue. Beach replenishment 
protects our communities from the ocean and preserves the economic engine 
that drives the Jersey Shore.   
 
Bathing Pavilion 
 
Upkeep of the Bathing Pavilion is always a challenge. The building takes a 
beating from the elements daily and is by and large open to the elements. We 
have been working to make some structural repairs over the last few years, and 
this year is no different. We will be replacing a leaking roof over the snack bar 
area that has been an issue over the last year. We will also begin replacing 
sections of the decking area that has begun to rot away. The decking is very 
expensive so we will be doing it in sections over the next few years. We also will 
be adding some new deck chairs and tables to replace aging stock. Please have 
a great summer at Little Monmouth!  
 
Sewer Authority Appointment 
 
This past winter, I asked Commissioner Stickle to serve on the Two Rivers Water 
Reclamation Authority Board. In February, Commissioner Bolsch and I approved 
Commissioner Stickle’s appointment for a five-year term as a Commissioner on 
the Authority. Commissioner Stickle brings a wealth of knowledge of our 
Monmouth Beach community and the local area that TRWR plant supplies. His 
experience serving on the Monmouth Beach Board of Commissioners gives him 
excellent perspective to help run this important agency. We have found that 
transparency in government has served us well in our tenure on the Board of 
Commissions and Dave will take that same effort to the Sewer Authority.  I want 
to recognize long-time resident Burt Barham for his 25 years of service on the 
Sewer Authority Board. Burt is no stranger to public service; he grew up in 
Monmouth Beach and is a former Chief of the Monmouth Beach Fire 
Department. Thank you, Burt, for your life-long commitment to Monmouth 
Beach!  
 
Borough Meetings Available on Borough Webpage 
 
Over the last few years, audio and video equipment has been installed in 
Borough Hall. We added large video screens to project documents and videos 
during meetings. These devices have enhanced presentations at monthly 
borough meetings, planning board meetings and special events. Beginning this 
past January, monthly borough meetings are recorded and are available for 
viewing on the borough web page. The public may view these meetings by 
clicking on the monthly meeting tab. We believe that allowing residents to view 
the recorded meetings encourages transparency and aids residents to stay 
informed about borough happenings if not able attend in person. 
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Beach Protection 



 
 
SHADE TREE COMMISSION 
 
 

CALL TO ACTION—250th 
 
 

GET A TREE FOR YOUR 
PROPERTY AND INCREASE 

ITS VALUE 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Monmouth Beach Shade 
Tree Commission is now 
accepting orders for the 
purchase of a variety of 
discounted trees and shrubs, 
including planting. There are 
multiple varieties of native 
trees ranging from the 
Arrowwood Viburnum 
(approximately $100) all the 
way up to Sycamores and 
Red Maples (approximately 
$400). 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Reach out to us at: 
MBShadeTreeCommission@ 
gmail.com and follow us on 
social media: 
@MBSHADETREECOMMISSION 
 
 
 

Traffic and Community Safety 
 
The number one concern from residents is traffic safety and speed-related 
issues. From the very beginning, our administration has focused on this issue. 
Monmouth Beach was one of the first municipalities in the state to approve an 
ordinance regulating E-Bikes. We work closely with our Police Department to 
study each issue and determine a safe and recommended solution. We have 
added new stop signs, radar speed signs, and road signs to calm traffic.  Most 
recently cameras have been added to monitor our beachfront and Griffin Park. 
We worked with the Police Department to add targeted speed zones on some of 
our most traveled roadways. These issues are of the utmost importance to us. 
Life safety is always taken very seriously when we study the issues put before us. 
Some of the changes we have undertaken may seem unimportant, but in fact, 
many have been put in place in direct response to a previous incident that 
caused a death or severe injury. We live in a beautiful small town, that on most 
days is sleepy and peaceful. We are not immune to careless actions or 
unfortunate incidents. It is our responsibility to implement common sense 
solutions to known hazards to keep all of us safe.  
 
Happy 120th Birthday Monmouth Beach, and Very Happy 250th Birthday USA!   
 

Tim Somers, Mayor 
tsomers@monmouthbeach.org 

 
Updates from Commissioner Bolsch 

As we enter spring and look forward to an enjoyable summer, I am optimistic that 
the Commissioners will be able to implement many Borough improvement projects 
with a very minimal tax increase thanks to our efforts in pursuing several State and 
County grants.  

Through the planning and aggressive pursuit of funding the Borough will be 
improving Griffin Street Park and Brower Park. The Borough has been finalizing this 
year’s budget, it is important to understand that the tax levy consists of 4 distinct 
components, only one of which is under the Commissioner’s control. The Monmouth 
Beach School, Shore Regional High School and Monmouth County make up the 
other components of the budget. These tax levies are out of our control and are 
added to the Borough’s needs and a tax rate is developed. 

Monmouth Beach Borough operates on under $.27 of every tax dollar collected, 
through several cost saving measures and good planning, we have been able to 
maintain a high standard of services while improving and expanding Borough 
facilities.  

Our yearly audited financial statements were issued again, with a “Clean Opinion.” 
I’m happy to report that our tax collection rate is once again over 99.41%. Using 
shared services with Long Branch for fuel and Oceanport for Tax Collector, Chief 
Financial Officer, Municipal Court, and Payroll functions. Additional shared services 
with Monmouth County for Emergency Management needs and road salt along with 
savings on Cooperative purchases we were able to stretch our purchasing power. 
 

Larry Bolsch, Commissioner 
Director of Revenue & Finance 
lbolsch@monmouthbeach.org 

 



Updates from Commissioner Stickle 
Brower Park: 
Work will begin this year with renovations at Brower Park located on the corner of Monmouth Parkway and North Road.  We have received 
generous grants from the County to help us improve the park and save on costs. The Park will receive new playground equipment serving 
children 3 to 5 years of age, along with new picnic tables and benches. An ADA compliant walkway along the river that will circle the entire 
park. The park will be regraded and new grass installed. New plantings will be added to reflect the riverside environment.  
 

Griffin Park: 
Improvements will continue at Griffin Park, adding new exercise stations along the walking path.  
 

A new ADA compliant Gazebo with a river viewing deck area is currently being done to replace the aging building that is currently there. 
We received significant grant funding to help with the construction of this project.   
 

Security cameras will be installed to help reduce vandalism and give the police department a new tool to maintain safety during all hours of 
the day and night. 
 
Road Projects:  
The Commissioners have continued to move forward with our 5-year road improvement program. Annually, we review our road conditions and 
adjust the program in real time. Generally, each road project is designed to improve not only the road surface but also update our stormwater 
piping, curbing and or sidewalks. We add drainage where needed and determine if sidewalks or curbs are required.  
 

Seaview Avenue from Valentine Street north to Beach Road was completed this year. This project is partially paid for by a DOT grant. The Seaview 
Avenue project will continue from Beach Road to Cottage Road through a grant with the DOT.  
 

The new West Street boat ramp will be completely operable and ready for the summer boating season 
 
Recreation Committee: 
As the liaison to the Recreation Committee, I work closely with the members on their programs and events. These fine ladies and 
gentlemen give their time to manage our recreation programs community wide (from the Easter Egg Hunt to Winter and Summer 
children’s recreation programs to Youth Soccer, the Striper Tournament and the Christmas Tree lighting). The Rec Committee works hard 
all year to provide our community with a wide variety of events and programs to enhance life here in Monmouth Beach. On behalf of the 
Commissioners, thank you for stepping up, the community benefits greatly from your work.  
 

Dave Stickle, Commissioner 
Director of  Public Works, Parks, and Public Property 

dstickle@monmouthbeach.org 
 

 

 
 

BOROUGH MEETING DATES 
Location: “Old” Borough Hall 
22 Beach Road, Monmouth Beach 

 
Mayor & Commissioners 

Meetings 
4th Wednesday of Each Month 

 
Planning Board Meetings 
4th Tuesday of Each Month 

 
Environmental Meetings 

4th Monday of Each Month 
 
 

Dates may be subject to change - 
check website for updates. 

 A Note from the Beautification Committee 
 
As our nation prepares to honor our Country’s 250th Anniversary, the Monmouth Beach Beautification Committee 
is thrilled to do our part. To keep the spirit of 1776 alive all summer, our floral displays throughout town will bloom 
in red, white, and blue. On Flag Day, we will host our Patriotic Porch Decorating Contest and adorn our historic MB 
Borough Hall with festive patriotic bunting. 
 
To keep our town blooming during this special year, we rely on your generous support for our everyday 
opterational expenses – especially flowers. Please consider a donation at one of the following levels: 
 
• $250 Special patriotic beautification projects throughout town 
• $180 Year-round planter with seasonal transformations 
• $  45 One seasonal refresh of plantings 
 
Donations can be sent by check to: Monmouth Beach Beautification Committee (MBBC), PO Box 311, Monmouth 
Beach, NJ 07750 or can be made electronically using the following link: https://bit.ly/MBBC2026 
 
MB Beautification is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit and your donation is tax-deductible. Any amount helps our volunteers 
sustain the beauty of our little town! 
 
If you have any ideas or feedback, we’d love to hear from you, email us at: 
mbbeautificationcommittee@gmail.com 
 
With Gratitude – Andrea Luker, MBBC President & Elaine Basile, MBBC Fundraising Chair 
 

  



 

Required Inspections For Your Construction Project   

 
 
In New Jersey, construction is regulated by the Uniform 
Construction Code (UCC). A mandatory requirement in 
the UCC is that a homeowner or contractor obtain 
inspections, which are conducted by licensed, 
experienced professionals. The purpose of these 
inspections is to confirm that the work complies with the 
building codes. 
 
This responsibility falls on the Building Department, 
whose purpose is to protect the health, safety and 
welfare of the residents and to ensure the adequate 
maintenance of buildings and structures and the 
systems that provide protection for life safety. 
 
Except for MINOR WORK, a request for inspection 
must be in writing by the person responsible for the 
construction and must be given at least 24 hours prior 
to the time the inspection is desired. The Building 
Department will then have three (3) business days, not 
including the day of the request, to conduct the 
inspection, unless a mutually agreed upon time and 
date is scheduled. 
 
 
        MINOR WORK INSPECTIONS 

         
 
 
THE WORK FOR WHICH THE INSPECTION IS REQUESTED 
MUST BE COMPLETE AT THE TIME THE REQUEST IS MADE. 
Making a request for an inspection when the work is not ready 
subjects the homeowner/contractor to penalties. Failure to obtain 
inspections could lead to significant penalties and delays in 
obtaining final approvals. 
 
For more details on required inspections see our Help Guide, 
REQUIRED ONE & TWO FAMILY UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION 
CODE INSPECTIONS, located on the Borough’s website. 
 

 

 
Construction Department 

Hours & Contact Info 
 
The Construction Office hours are 
Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 
4:00 pm.  Please check the Borough’s 
website for summer hours. For 
questions, please contact Cythnia 
Laughlin, Technical Assistant to 
Construction Official, at 732-229-2204 
Ext. 1004. 
 
Our construction and sub-code officials 
are available by email which can be 
found on the Construction Department’s 
web page. 
 
All dumpster/portable storage units 
require residents to obtain a permit. 
These items are not permitted to be 
stored on Borough streets and must be 
removed within 90 days (Ord 30-5.30). 
Go to: https://monmouthbeach.org/ 
government/departments/zoning/ 
 
The Building and Zoning Departments 
will be taking credit cards soon! 
 

 
Code Enforcement Reminders 

 
TREE REMOVAL 
Residents are required to obtain a tree 
removal permit prior to removal of any 
trees on the property (Ord 30-5.34.5 & 
Ord 30-5.34.6). Tree removal forms can 
be picked up at the Borough office. 
 
LANDSCAPERS 
Landscapers are required to be 
registered with the Borough. Forms for 
registration are at the Borough office. 
Please make sure that landscapers don’t 
place landscaping materials or building 
materials in the street. This causes runoff 
into the river and affects our ecosystem. 
 
HEDGES 
Hedges must not extend over the 
sidewalks or block sight lines at inter-
sections. This will ensure that drivers 
and pedestrians have safe conditions 
(Ord 30-5.32-1). 

 



Registrar of Vital 
Statistics 

 

Office Hours for 
Vital Statistics are Monday’s through 

Wednesday’s from 
10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 

The Registrar of Vital Statistics is charged 
with recording, maintaining, and making 
available all records of births, deaths or 
marriages that have occurred in Monmouth 
Beach. 
 
Certified copies of the following records 
may be obtained from the Registrar’s 
Office if the birth, death or marriage 
occurred in Monmouth Beach. 
 

• Birth Certificates • Marriage 
Certificates • Death Certificates 

 

Please call Joyce Escalante, Borough 
Clerk, for further information at 732-
229-2204 Ext. 1002. 

Information from the Tax Collector 
 

Stay up to date with real estate tax information.  Please visit the website: 
www.monmouthbeach.org and click on “Government” then click “Tax Collector.” 
For information regarding property tax relief programs, click on the link called 
“Division of Taxation’s Property Tax Relief Program” which will bring you directly to 
the New Jersey’s Division of Taxation – Property Tax Relief Programs web page. 
 
You can find information regarding your real estate taxes on-line through the 
Borough’s web site – Click on “Pay Taxes Online” and enter one of the required 
fields: either last name, address, or block and lot number (condo’s should also 
enter their “qualifier” number) and click “Search.”  You will be able to obtain your 
real tax information and be able to pay your taxes online. 

 

Tax Due Date Reminder 
                         May 1st (2nd quarter taxes) 

August 1st (3rd quarter taxes)* 
November 1st (4th quarter taxes) 
February 1st (1st quarter taxes) 

 

(10-day grace period before interest is assessed) 
 

The new real estate tax bills will be mailed out in 
late July or early August (grace period may be extended for the August payment). 
 

If you have any questions, please reach out to the Tax Department by email: 
taxcollector@monmouthbeach.org or by phone #732-229-2204 Ext. 1017 or 
1018. 
  Jason Sutton 

Certified Tax Collector 

 

MMeeeett  tthhee  SSttaaffff  aatt  tthhee  BBoorroouugghh  OOffffiiccee  
LLeefftt  ttoo  rriigghhtt::  JJooyyccee,,  NNiicckk,,  DDoonnnnaa,,  LLiissaa,,  CCiinnddyy  &&  AAnntthhoonnyy  VViillllaannee  ((BBoorroouugghh  AAddmmiinniissttrraattoorr))  

We’re proud to have a dedicated team of staff members 
who help our Borough run smoothly.  Each of our staff 
brings unique skills, experiences, and a commitment to 
serving Monmouth Beach.  Take a moment to get to 
know the people who make it all happen! 
 

Joyce Escalante: As the long-serving Borough Clerk 
her responsibilities include secretary to the governing 
body, she is present at all meetings, prepares meeting 
agendas, minutes, ordinances and resolutions.  As 
Registrar she’s responsible for all vital statistics, dog and 
cat licenses. 
 

Donna Mellerup:  Has been with the Borough since 2021 
coming to us with many years of experience. Her primary 
responsibility is the development and implementation of all 
Bathing Pavilion registrations and preparation of badges. She is 
the Community Pass System coordinator and producer of the 
MB newsletter. 
 

Cynthia Laughlin: Began working in the construction 
department in January 2025 and worked to obtain her 
Technical Assistant License. She handles the construction 
permitting process as well as working closely with our 

Construction official and inspectors. She is also the Assistant to the flood plain manager. 
 

Nick Luhn: The Borough’s newest employee brought his finance Degree from Seton Hall to the Borough in April 2025. He is the accounts payable clerk, recreation 
liaison, “IT guy,” and handles the social media functions for the Borough. He is currently expanding his role by handling bank reconciliations while taking classes for his 
Chief Financial Officer certification through Rutgers University. 
 

Lisa Zyskowski: She brought her pleasant disposition to the Borough in February 2025. Lisa is the assistant to the tax collector, accounts receivable clerk along with 
assisting with beach badge fulfillment. Say hello to Lisa when you pay your quarterly taxes! 
 



 

MB POLICE DEPARTMENT NEWS 
  

2025 was a year of growth, community engagement, and continued commitment to keeping 
Monmouth Beach safe. Our officers responded to 8,167 calls for service, a slight increase from 
2024, reflecting steady demand for police services. As expected in a shore community, our 
busiest month was June, while November saw the lowest activity—mirroring seasonal 
population changes. 

We are proud to announce the promotion of two longtime officers: Lieutenant Peter 
Rechtman was promoted to Captain, and Sergeant Ryan Rodriguez was promoted to 
Lieutenant. Their leadership, experience, and dedication will continue to guide our 
department in serving the community. 

2025 also marked the launch of our new Community Policing Unit, led by Captain Rechtman. 
The unit is focused on building stronger relationships with residents and community groups. 
Captain Rechtman is available to attend community meetings, civic events, or local 
gatherings—anyone interested in connecting with the department is encouraged to reach out. 

Our commitment to youth and community engagement continues to be a priority. Officers 
made 75 adult arrests in 2025, while no juvenile arrests were reported, reflecting proactive 
outreach and early intervention efforts. This summer, we will host our Second Annual Junior 
Police Academy, giving local youths a hands-on look at law enforcement and fostering positive 
connections with our officers. Residents interested in the program can contact Ptl. Amy Flood 
for more information. 

Motor vehicle safety also remains a top focus. Officers responded to 52 crashes, made 40 
DWI arrests, and conducted 2,003 traffic stops in 2025, all part of our ongoing efforts to keep 
roads safe for residents and visitors alike. If you have any questions or concerns regarding 
traffic safety please contact our traffic safety officers, Ptl. Golembieski or Ptl. LaRue. 

Serious crime remains very low at Monmouth Beach. In 2025, we recorded just 4 assaults, 10 
larcenies, and no robberies or motor vehicle thefts.  This is a slight drop in our crime level over 
2024.  

The Monmouth Beach Police Department remains dedicated to proactive policing, 
community partnerships, and maintaining our Borough as a safe, welcoming place to live, 
work, and visit. We thank the community for your support and look forward to continuing our 
work together in 2026. 

 
 
 

 
 

2026 Tennis & Pickleball 
Season Badges 

Now on Sale 
 

Resident Badge is $25 
Non-Resident Badge is $50 

 
Log in to your Community 

Pass account from the 
Borough’s website: 

www.monmouthbeach.org 
Click “Recreation” to register. 

ALL players MUST obtain a 
membership badge to reserve 

a court and play. 

 
 

Library Hours 
 

Monday & Wednesday 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Tuesday & Thursday 
9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Friday 
Closed 

Saturday 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 

Telephone #: 732-229-1187 

Monmouth Beach Library 
 
The Monmouth Beach Library welcomes our residents and shore frequenters to stop in for a 
visit, and acquaint yourselves with our hometown library. 
 
Our shelves are home to established standbys, as well as the latest notable titles.  Whether 
your preference leans toward an "edge of your seat thriller" or a mild-mannered Agatha 
Christie choice, the books are here waiting for you.  And don't forget Libby the Monmouth 
County Library's electronic source for books. 
 
Our children's collections range from board books, picture books, middle grade, and young 
adult selections.  Tuesday is dedicated to the children, beginning with a toddler story time in 
the morning and concluding in the afternoon with a craft or stem program for the grade school 
children. 
 
We offer public computers equipped with printer capability, public wi-fi, and a copier for 
those who need a copy of Grandma's pot roast recipe! 
 
Call Judith Bakos, Librarian, at 732-229-1187 or by email: jbakos@monmouthcountylib.org 
for upcoming events. 

 

  



Byron’s Beaches — Busier Than Ever 
By Greg Kelly 

 

The guy certainly knew quality beachfront property. Let me explain. I’ve recently 
discovered a fascinating piece of Monmouth Beach land history. Oliver Doud Byron 
— the “pioneer actor of the American stage” — once owned the Ocean Avenue 
property where both of today’s beach clubs were spawned and still prosper today. 

For those who don’t know Oliver Byron — you need to. The more I research him, 
the more I realize that he might well have been an early “Paul Newman” — serious 
acting chops matched by a love of community. While widely considered a Long 
Branch worthy — where he spent “48 consecutive summers” and built several large 
seashore cottages — he had impact in Monmouth Beach too. 

This story has particular meaning now as all Monmouth Beach shore lovers await the 
upcoming Summer ‘26 season. I’ve always felt that the town hosts a neat balance of 
beach club life — one very private and the other very public. 

The Ocean Avenue property where the Monmouth Beach Club would rise was 
owned by the famous actor. In Fall 1909, the Monmouth Beach Association — the 
ritzy group that founded this once exclusive village in 1871— seeking to expand its 
offerings (beyond fine dining, luxury rooms, golf/ tennis, music, and sea breezes) 
bought his property. By July 1910, the group had opened its selective “Baths” beach 
and pool club. Privately owned since 1947, the Monmouth Beach Bath & Tennis 
Club has lasted for 75+ grand summers and still operates today. 

 

Oliver Byron, 1894. 

Next came the seashore land where today’s Monmouth Beach Bathing Pavilion now rests -- again Byron owned the spot. There he built a 
massive cottage called “Surfside” that burned to the ground in May 1903. BTW, Byron had rejected a summer rental offer of $1,800 
($65,000+ today) the day before the blaze. The borough acquired the Ocean Avenue property and the new MBBP opened for Summer 
1921. Locals have maintained a deep affinity for their municipal beach club; over a century later it thrives. 

The Byron tale is a rich one. The product of “legendary theater actors,” he was born in Maryland in 1842 and first appeared on stage at age 
14 in a Charles Dickens play. He went on to perform regularly in Shakespeare productions alongside both John Wilkes and Edwin Booth — 
actors famous in their day and all in their prime. A real showman, Byron toured the nation for decades — as both performer and playwright. 
“Across the Continent” was a stage role he performed over 3,000 times in 22 years. 

An enthusiastic supporter of Long Branch, it was Byron’s idea to build a boardwalk there in 1901. Prior to his 1920 death, he also financed 
the first structure for Long Branch firemen on Atlantic Avenue in 1890. The “Byrons” were incorporated by 1898. After a suspicious third-
floor fire (in the lodge room) in April 1907, it was torn down and quickly replaced that year. The city acquired the property and opened the 
new Long Branch Fire & History Museum in 2024. It’s the red building just over our southern border; well worth a visit. 

To conclude, Mayor Tim Somers — who marks his first year as Monmouth Beach’s leader this May — was stationed at the old Oliver 
Byron firehouse in North End for 12 years as a professional firefighter for the city of Long Branch. He left in 2007 to join the service’s 
officer ranks. His recollection of his time at that historic building: “It used to sway in the wind,” the Mayor said, “and not a little.” 

Greg Kelly, a Monmouth Beach native, is the Borough Historian and member of the Monmouth Beach Historical Committee. He is the publisher of 
MonmouthBeachLife.com, and welcomes comments at monmouthcounthylife@gmail.com. 

 

           
Original MBBP on Ocean Avenue, 1920s  “The Baths at Monmouth Beach" on Ocean Avenue, 1910. 

  



  
 

250th Anniversary Shirts 
 

$30 per shirt available at MB Cultural Center each Saturday 10 am - 1 pm 
Or at any of our upcoming events 

Proceeds to go towards our town-wide celebration of our country's 250th  
Thursday June 11th through Sunday June 14th , 2026 

Cash or check made to Borough of Monmouth Beach. 
Plus, while supply lasts receive a FREE  

Monmouth Beach Historical Committee Beach Ball 



 

 

 

 

 

MB Historical Committee - Cultural Center 
128 Ocean Avenue, Monmouth Beach, NJ 07750 

 
For info please contact:  rkeller@steronpackaging.com or 732-229-4527 

 
Rental of the Center is available - groups of 50-60 max. 

Open Saturdays from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
(unless specified) 

  



 

2026 Monmouth Beach Bathing Pavilion Sales Are Open 
 

All beach badges, parking tags, etc., must be purchased online using Community Pass 
through the following website: 

https://register.capturepoint.com/MonmouthBeachBorough 
 

When purchasing your items, please use your computer as some cell phones/iPads 
will not work properly during the check-out process. 

Your order must be PAID IN FULL before the items can be fulfilled. 
You will receive an email when your items are ready for pickup. 

 
If you have not yet purchased your beach badges or other items, 

we encourage you to do so at your earliest convenience. 
If you have already placed and paid for your order, please go to the Borough Office at 18 Willow Avenue 

 to pick up your items as soon as possible and bring your government ID with you.  
 

Pickup Dates and Times (through May 21, 2026):  Tuesdays and Thursdays: 10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 
Extended Evening Hours from 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm on the following Thursdays in April and May: 

April 30, May 7 and May 21. 

Effective May 23, 2026, please visit the Borough’s website at www.monmouthbeach.org for updates on 
dates, times, and the badge pickup location. 

 

 
 

Recreation Activities 
 

Go to www.monmouthbeach.org and click on Community Pass, 
then click on “Monmouth Beach Recreation.” 

 

 

Child Car Seat Installation 
& Safety Inspection 

By Appointment Only 
For More Information or Appointments 

Contact PTL Amy Beringer 
aberinger@monmouthbeach.org 

or call 732-229-1313 
 

Monmouth Beach 
Jr. Police Academy 

Date: June 29th through July 3rd (8 am – 12 pm) 
Registration Deadline: May 29th 

Must be 9-14 Years Old (9 by start date) 
ACTIVITIES 

Department Tour- Bicycle & Internet Safety – 
Physical Training – First Aid / Fire Department 

Tours – Law Enforcement Demos – Leadership & 
Teamwork - Drill 

Sign Up & Questions 
Contact PTL Amy Flood 

aflood@monmouthbeach.org 
or call 732-229-1313  
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Important Numbers for Monmouth Beach 
 

In Emergency Call 9-1-1 
Police (Non-Emergency) 732-229-1313 

Poison Control Center – 80 
Borough of Monmouth Beach – Mail Telephone 732-229-2204 
 Bathing Pavilion (for help with Community Pass) – Borough Office 732-229-2204 Ext. 9 
 Bathing Pavilion/Front Desk at 29 Ocean Avenue (during season) 732-229-5926 
 Borough Administrator 732-229-2204 Ext. 1021 
 Borough Clerk 732-229-2204 Ext. 1002 
 Borough Engineer, Julie Nastasi 732-865-9492 
 Construction Department 732-229-2204 Ext. 1004 
 DPW – Department of Public Works 732-229-2204 Ext. 1001 
 Recreation 732-229-2204 Ext. 1003 
 Tax Assessor 732-229-2204 Ext. 1010 
 Tax Collector 732-229-2204 Ext. 1017/1018 
Cultural Center – Historical Committee 732-229-4527 
Fire Department 732-229-2330 
First Aid 732-859-5342 
Library 732-229-1187 
Utility Companies:  
 Jersey Central Power & Light (JCP&L) for Street Light Outages www.firstenergycorp.com 
 Jersey Central Power & Light (JCP&L) for Power Outages 888-544-4877 
 New Jersey Natural Gas (NJNG) 800-221-0051 
 Sewer – Two Rivers Water Reclamation Authority 732-229-8578 
 Water – New Jersey American Water 800-272-1325 

 


